
 
 
 
      March 8, 2016 
 
      Subj: New Jersey Transit  
 
To the Officers and Members of Local Lodge 1041: 
 

As you are well aware, contract negotiations with New Jersey Transit (NJT) have been 
ongoing for more than five years. We have now reached the point in this process that the only 
way to resolve our effort to gain a fair contract may be to strike NJT. IAM members at NJT are 
authorized to strike at 12:01 AM, Sunday, March 13th, unless an agreement is reached. 
 

Why have we reached this point? 
 

New Jersey Transit refuses to agree to a fair contract. They reject the idea of 
compensating you properly for your valuable and critical work. Governor Chris Christie has even 
joined in the chorus of insults by claiming, “I’m not going to give away the store…” Your 
proposals have been deemed fair by two impartial Presidential Emergency Boards (PEB). 
Therefore, what he wants you to accept is something less than fair.  
 

You have gone five long years without a contract and the PEB’s recommendation is 
reasonable and fair. Unfortunately, the State of New Jersey and its governor are not. These 
negotiations would likely have been resolved sooner if Governor Christie was focused on his job 
instead of wasting time in a failed presidential bid.  
 

You should know that you have the support of more than 600,000 active and retired IAM 
members and the Grand Lodge’s extensive resources. Your fight is our fight. 
 

I will be calling on other IAM Local Lodges in the area to join in your fight for fairness 
against NJT. Your brothers and sisters will stand alongside you and demonstrate to NJT and 
Governor Chris Christie the power of the Fighting Machinists.     
 

The IAM continues to call upon NJT to accept a fair agreement without disruption to the 
riding public. If NJT continues to reject a fair agreement, however, we are prepared to put your 
overwhelming strike vote into action.  
 

In solidarity, 
 
 
 
Sito Pantoja 
GENERAL VICE PRESIDENT 


