
December 18, 1929—May 31, 2019 

District Lodge19 Mourns the Passing of the longest living, 

longest dues-paying member and MNPL contributor of the 

IAMAW.  

 Brother Roy Harold Meeks, Sr. 

         Local Lodge 625 Waycross, GA.  

Brother Roy loved his union and his job. He was elected to a position of General Chairman of the Interna-

tional Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers  as a young man and serviced Railroad Workers 

of District Lodge 19 until his retirement. Brother Roy paid his full dues throughout his retirement even 

though it is not mandatory for retirees.  Not only did he pay his union dues he also made a donation to the 

MNPL every year of his retirement, in appreciation for what the IAMAW had done for him. He was recent-

ly honored as the longest living, and longest dues-paying member of the IAMAW in history. At Local 

Lodge 625 Awards Banquet, in Waycross GA, of which Bother Roy is a member, General Vice President 

Sito Pantoja presented Brother Roy with his 75 Year Pin.   Brother Roy was the first and only member to 

date that has received a 75 year pin. Brother Sito told Brother Roy that the 75 year pin had to be designed 

and made because the IAMAW did not have a 75 year Pin. 

 

One of his proudest accomplishments, with Bob Tonning’s help, was securing a second chance for railroad 

employees battling alcoholism.  Rather than lose their job, men and women were given the opportunity to 

change the course of their lives. 

 

Roy lived a full life and he fully appreciated that he was beyond blessed.  He stated many times in his last 

months that he had lived more than his share, and it was "time to go."  He will be missed.  

 
The family request that we give thought to raising the minimum wage and tell your elected officials that 

Roy says –“if the people don’t have buying power, this whole economy will collapse!” Brother Roy’s son, 

Hal Meeks, requests that in memory of his father, do something for the Union, that is what his dad would 

want.   


