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 A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT/DIRECTING GENERAL           
        CHAIRMAN JEFF DOERR

As the end of 2015 approaches, I would like to 
wish you and your families a Happy Holiday!  On 
behalf of the entire District Lodge 19 staff, we thank 
you for your continued involvement and support. 
It has been yet another extremely busy year for 
your District.  Although we have faced numerous 
challenges throughout the year, I am confident that, 
together, we will continue to be successful in finding 
innovative ways to overcome every obstacle that 
comes our way.

Recently, many railroad Machinists have been affected by shop closures and/
or furloughs. This began with the closure of CSX shops in Erwin, TN and Corbin, 
KY.  Union Pacific also plans to close their Burnham Shop in Denver, CO in early 
2016.  According to the Carriers, these furloughs and shop closures have been 
primarily due to recent declines in volume of coal freight.  District Lodge 19 remains 
committed to helping our members who are affected by these job losses.  We will 
continue to keep an open dialogue with the Carriers in the interest of getting our 
members back to work.  Additionally, we are working to ensure that our affected 
members are made aware of the benefits available to them in light of the recent 
furloughs.

As you know, District Lodge 19 and our coalition partners have recently entered 
into mediation with the National Carriers Conference Committee (NCCC) regarding 
National Freight Negotiations.  We look forward to working with the mediators and 
intend to keep you informed and updated through the District website. There is still 
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 BOB MARTINEZ SELECTED TO BE 14th 
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT

The IAM announced that General Vice President Bob 
Martinez, Jr. will succeed current International President Tom 
Buffenbarger, who steps down on Jan.1, 2016 after a 45-year 
career that spans service as a local IAM Shop Steward to 
more than 18 years as the IAM’s top elected official.

This announcement was made after a vote by the Executive 
Council, in accordance with the IAM Constitutional 
requirement for senior elected officials to leave office at age 
65.  Martinez, a 35-year IAM veteran will serve the remainder 
of Buffenbarger’s current 4-year term, which concludes July 
1, 2017. 

Martinez served in the U.S. Navy before joining the IAM 
in 1980 as an aircraft assembler at Lockheed Martin 
Aeronautics in Ft. Worth, TX. Rising through the ranks, 
Martinez held numerous positions at the local and district 

levels before assuming the office of Southern Territory 
General Vice President in July 2003.  On July 1, 2013, 
Martinez assumed the role of Headquarters General Vice 
President.  In this role, Martinez helps to administer the 
operation of IAM Headquarters, the William W. Winpisinger 
Education and Technology Center and has jurisdiction for 
Government Employees and Aerospace sectors.

District Lodge 19 looks forward to working with Brother 
Martinez and watching our Organization continue to lead 
the labor movement.  “I’d like to congratulate our next 
International President, Bob Martinez, on being selected 
to complete the remainder of IP Buffenbarger’s term,” 
said P/DGC Jeff Doerr.  “Brother Martinez is a committed 
life-long unionist and IAM leader.  Bob’s strong voice and 
years of experience in his many union positions makes him 
an outstanding choice for International President of the 
strongest union in the labor movement, the IAM.”

Congratulations Brother Martinez!

much concern over rising healthcare costs and the potential cost increases associated with Affordable Care Act’s 2018 excise 
tax on certain healthcare plans.  We are currently urging legislators to vote for repeal of this measure.  This is why we continue 
to encourage you to thoroughly research candidates before voting on your representatives in Congress.  Simply casting your 
ballot for the candidate with the (D) or (R) next to his or her name may not help to further your interests in Washington.  

Looking forward to 2016, we anxiously await the report from Presidential Emergency Board (PEB) 249 regarding the ongoing 
negotiations with New Jersey Transit.  We are confident that the board will find the wage and benefit package proposed by our 
NJT Rail Labor Coalition to be much more reasonable than that proposed by the Carrier.  We are hopeful that we will finally 
be able to reach an agreement that will provide solid wage increases for our members without sacrificing the benefits that we 
have won over many years of negotiations.  

Again, I hope you and your families have a wonderful holiday season and a prosperous 2016!

Sincerely and Fraternally Yours,
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DISTRICT 19 MEMBERS PERFORM IN UNIONATION BAND

The IAM’s unioNation Band gathered at the William W. Winpisinger 
Education & Technology Center in early October to write, practice and 
perform 21 original songs that coincide with the messages of the labor 
movement.  On October 9th, W3 participants, staff, family and friends 
were blown away by a live unioNation performance in the center’s 
theater. 

District Lodge 19 was well represented at the performance with 5 of the 
band’s many artists being Railroad Machinists.  Steve Eckerly, former 
Vice President and Vice Local Chairman of Local Lodge 612, now a 
retired Machinist of 38 years on BNSF Railroad, played acoustic guitar.  
Michael Wiegert (T-Bird), also of Local Lodge 612, was on the bass 
guitar.  David Riggs, Recording Secretary and Local Chairman of Local 
Lodge 457, played the keyboard and harmonica.  Ed Pavon, President 

of Local Lodge 2600 and Amtrak employee, jammed out on the electric guitar.  Michael “Mouse” Reilly, Secretary-Treasurer of 
Local Lodge 2600 and Amtrak employee, played bass guitar.

We had a chance to talk to Local Lodge 2600’s Ed Pavon and Michael Reilly prior to the concert.  Both Machinists share a 
passion for music that dates back to when they were children.  Pavon got his first acoustic guitar when he was 9 years old and 
has been playing ever since thanks to inspiration from his father, Ed Senior.  “This unioNation program turned out to be one 
of the most powerful and inspirational experiences that I’ve ever had.  The opportunity to share labor-fueled music with other 
artists as passionate about OUR UNION was remarkable!” said Pavon.
 
Reilly’s interests for music escalated quickly when, at 10 years old, he discovered the band Kiss and their Destroyer album.  A 
couple of years later, after months of saving, he bought his first bass guitar.  “It’s an awesome experience because you have 
people from all walks of life, different backgrounds, different styles of music, coming together to express their one common 
goal. Unionism!” said Reilly.

Through unioNation, the two have been able to pair their love for making great music with uniquely delivering the messages 
of the labor movement.  For more information or to purchase unioNation albums, visit www.unioNation.com and be sure to 
like their Facebook page.

(GC Mike McCarthy, LL 2600 Pres. Ed Pavon, LL 2600 S-T 
Michael “Mouse” Reilly, Organizing Dir Joe May)
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HISTORIC BELL PRESENTED TO 
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 

BUFFENBARGER

In early November at the William W. Winpisinger Education 
& Technology Center, during the week of District Lodge 19’s 
Railroad Local Chairman’s Development Program, railroad 
Machinists presented a historic steam locomotive bell to 
International President Buffenbarger.  The bell, which is the 
oldest in District 19, was donated by the J. Weldon Granger 
family and was beautifully restored by Local Lodge 165 
Machinists of the Roanoke Locomotive Shop in Virginia.

“It came off the Santa Fe Railroad, which was chartered in 
1859. It was very shortly known as the Santa Fe, before it 
was renamed the Atchison Topeka Santa Fe Railroad,” said 
P/DGC Jeff Doerr.  “Eventually, the Santa Fe Railroad was 
merged with the Burlington Northern.  It’s now known as the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe. It’s possible this bell ran the 
Trans-Continental Railway.”

This bell is symbolic of what International President 
Buffenbarger has done for the IAM in his 45 years as a 
member.  Buffenbarger, during his time as International 
President, has worked to lay a foundation for the future 
which will allow our union to grow in both strength and 
numbers.  “There’s no better symbol than the railroad 
locomotive bell and I’m honored and touched,” said 
Buffenbarger.

The bell will be on display at the Winpisinger Center’s 
Buffenbarger Library, a place where members who visit 
the school can come to learn more about the IAM’s 13th 
International President.  District Lodge 19 would like to 
thank J. Weldon Granger and his family for their generous 
donation as well as International President Buffenbarger for 
his many years of commitment and dedication to our great 
union and its members.

ALSTOM MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
NEGOTIATION PREP CLASS

In January, members of Local Lodge 2741 on the Alstom 
negotiating committee, representing over 300 Machinists 
in their Local, will attend a negotiation preparation class 
at the William W. Winpisinger Education and Technology 
Center.  The five member committee, selected by the Local 
Lodge, will be joined by General Chairman Gary Naylor and 
Communications Director Jacob King.

The week-long Negotiation Preparation class provides 
training in drafting contract language, presenting proposals, 
collective bargaining tactics and scrutinizing the employer’s 
strengths and weaknesses.  Negotiators are trained in 
communications, strategic planning, legal issues and several 
other areas.  The training culminates in a mock negotiation, 
using real issues the committee will bring to the table, with 
the W3 staff playing the part of company negotiators.  “Our 
negotiating team at Alstom is new to negotiations and this 
class will prepare them for this challenge.  This will be the 
first time that this team and I negotiate together and I look 
forward to it,” said General Chairman Gary Naylor.

District Lodge 19 and the negotiating committee will begin 
negotiations with Alstom on February 1st.  Alstom workers 
are covered under the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA).  
They will work to achieve a strong tentative agreement prior 
to the expiration of the current agreement.  

This is yet another way that District Lodge 19 is working to 
encourage increased participation of members.  Through 
training our members and promoting their involvement in 
the collective bargaining process, we will continue to build 
on our success of providing industry leading agreements that 
meet the needs of the membership.    

(Watch Video)
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LEGISLATIVE FOCUS: REPEAL THE EXCISE TAX

With National Freight Negotiations underway and one of the 
hurdles being the looming excise tax, often mischaracterized as 
the Cadillac tax, we must work in support of a measure to repeal 
that portion of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  The excise tax 
will impose an unfair burden on employers who provide health 
insurance benefits that the ACA deems excessive.  

The ACA provides many benefits for middle class Americans, 
such as, the ability for children to remain on their parents’ plans 
until age 26, mandating that insurance companies cannot deny 
coverage for those with pre-existing conditions and the elimination 
of annual and/or lifetime limits on healthcare. However, as it 

currently stands, the law calls for an excise tax of 40% for healthcare customers who receive annual benefits above $10,200 
for individual coverage and $27,500 for family coverage.

Recently, there have been bipartisan efforts in Congress to repeal this portion of the ACA.  On December 3rd, the U.S. Senate 
voted 90-10 to add a repeal of the excise tax as an amendment to a larger bill.  The larger bill however, included many other 
provisions to dismantle key parts of the ACA, and was approved by a party line vote of 52-47.  The White House has indicated 
that President Obama is likely to veto the bill if it ends up on his desk.  Although it will most likely be vetoed, passage of the 
excise tax amendment signals strong bipartisan desire to scrap the tax.  We must continue to urge legislators to work toward 
including the excise tax repeal in a bill that, in its final state, will either pass by a veto-proof majority or be approved by the 
White House.    

It is up to all of us to reach out to our Senators and Congresspersons and urge them to support repeal of this unfair tax.  One 
of the key points that we need to drive into the heads of legislators is that union members, in certain circumstances, have 
elected to accept lower pay raises at the bargaining table in an effort to maintain a high level healthcare plan.  Adding a 40% 
tax to our healthcare would negate these efforts.  Furthermore, if this tax is not repealed, this will be a lingering problem for 
current and future negotiations.

Please take the time to reach out to your representatives and urge them to support measures to repeal the excise tax (Cadillac 
tax).  “This is an effort that is in the best interests of all of our members regardless of their party affiliation,” said P/DGC Jeff 
Doerr.

To contact your representatives, click here.

JOIN THE “NINETEEN CLUB”

District Lodge 19 has created the “Nineteen Club” to assist our members in contributing to the Machinist’s Non-
Partisan Political League (MNPL) fund. For $1.90 per pay period, $3.80 per month, you can become a member of our 
“Nineteen Club” and receive a pin to wear proudly. Help us continue to fight to protect your job, health insurance and 
retirement.  

The Machinists Non-Partisan Political League is the political arm of the International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers. It was created in 1947 to allow IAM members to gather individual contributions, coordinate 
political activity, and elect candidates who support IAM members and their families.  The MNPL scrutinizes each 
candidate thoroughly. We ask tough questions such as their positions on trade, labor law reform, economic conversion, 
transportation policies, and enhancement of the U.S. manufacturing base.
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